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HISTORY

The 100-year history of Wilson's Orchard is
interlocked with other histories. There's the
10,000,000 year history of the apple species: the
8000 vear history of man-and-apples. and there's the
centuries of history of man's use of the orchard-land
at Wilson's.

The Oldest History - The Apple.

To simplify the story of 6000 British-
grown varieties - so many sadly now lost to us - we
can say there are only two species of apples in this
country, And when the Roman's came there was only
one - the Crab Apple. Malus sylvestis. the wild.
small, bitter-tasting and relatively rare apple. The
Romans brought the 'domestic’ Malus domestica
apples we all much prefer to eat. They grafied edible
varieties in Britain, the skill probably having
developed 4000 vears ago in Mesopotamia. By
Mesopotamian times mankind may have glready
been eating apples for 4000 years, A recent study
tells of our apples bemg genetically identical to
wild-growing species in the Tien Shan mountains,
half a world away from Northampton. The forest-
surrounded apple-trees there. 10 million vears ago.
may have developed large and succulent to suit the
diets of wild pigs. deer and bear rather than birds.

The newer history - the land.

Abington Mill stood for 900 years at the
western boundary of the orchard. In the C15th there
were two "Abington Mills", the second perhaps
where Abington Park lakes are now. In 1671"Vin:
Grant, Surueyor” drew a map of the land around
Wilson's Orchard for its owner,
William Thursby Esq. Where the
Orchard stands now. was marked

! then "East Mill Herds".
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History cont’:-

"The Herds" was still there in the 1841 tithe map,
which also marked the western end of the Orchard as
a part of local "Crown Land". In 1919, while the
Orchard was still new - and another part of it now
under housing - the mill was converted to a tannery,
and just a few years ago. it gave way to housing. The
mill-pond, however, can still be seen.

Wilson's Orchard history.

The name honours Mr Wilson who moved
into the cottage by the mill-pond in 1913 and who
had a love of nature and the environment. It was he
who caused the orchard to be planted. It was by
chance in fact. when in 1915-17, he obtained the
trees - Bramleys and Newtons - because Mr Perkins,
a tree nursery man in Northampton, had 'spare trees'
to dispose of. For 20 vears a good crop was taken.
Chickens roamed the orchard eating the apple-tree
pests they found and sheep roamed and kept the grass
down. But by 1940 the trees had already grown to a
state of some neglect with intertwined branches. The
last commercial apple-pick was just after the 2nd
World War. By then pruning had ceased and the very
sensible suggestion was made to remove every other
tree - but this was never carried out. In fact it would
be another 60 neglected years before the Orchard -
the largest in the county - would find new champions
in the form of South Court Environmental. But this

will never be a commercial orchard
requiring chemical
management regimes.
~ Wilson's Orchard
| management will remain
entirely organic in its
methods, and its apples
remain for the use of those
who need them.
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What to look for while here

185 Apple trees still stand, = =+
five of them largely or completely o -’ ¥ *"-.
dead, with more trees to the north of 'ii. :
the level central pathway through the W @j‘ =
Orchard than to its south. 4
(This pathway is level because,
under it, is a large disused drain-pipe). Other tree
species to look for include a fine Ash on the
northern boundary, recently severely lopped, and
plentiful Elder, Hawthorn, some Blackthorn on the
northern boundary. and, nearby majestic Maple. In
2001-2 a Hawthorn hedge was planted at the
southern boundary and two Walnut trees have also
been planted.

Every tree species has its special insects
and birds. Look out for the Woodpeckers in
particular and manyButterfly species. At the right
time of year plentiful Dragonflies and Damselflies
may also be seen particularly in the sunnier areas.
(SCE is preparing leaflets about the insects and
birds based on its on-going research). If you move
quietly and have good fortune there are both Fox
and Muntjac deer to be seen making their own use
of Wilson's Orchard. At the far end (the west) of the
Orchard you will come to the water-side where fine
views of a number of Bird species may be had.

It is, of course, not safe to venture close to any
such water-body. Similarly we remind you that
trees are big dangerous species. They are NOT
for climbing.

The Orchard's well-being depends on
careful behaviour by its human visitors. ("Take only
memories and leave only foot-prints") SCE will be
grateful for information about any bad behaviour
you may spot during your visit.

The meadowland to the south is private P
and NOT part of the reserve. i
Nor, of course, are nearby houses










